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Welcome to EBSCO’s History Reference Center tutorial. History Reference Center features full text for 

hundreds of reference books, encyclopedias, and non-fiction books from leading history publishers, as well 

as thousands of primary source documents, photos, and maps. From the home screen, you can search, 

browse historical subjects and popular sources, or read a featured history topic. In this tutorial, we will 

conduct a basic search, browse by subject, and explore some of the database’s unique features. 



Let’s begin by conducting a Basic Search from the home screen. Enter your terms in the Find field and 

click Search.  



By default, your search results will appear in order of relevance, but you can also sort articles by source, 

author, or date. Use the Source Type facets in the left-hand column to limit your results by magazines, 

reference books, newspapers, primary source documents, or biographies. Clicking one or more Source 

Types will automatically update your list of search results. 



Click on a Full Text link to view the full text article, or click the title to view details about the article. Don’t 

have time to read it now? Sign In to your personal account and click the Add to Folder link to save the 

article to your personal folder. 



PDF Full Text displays in the PDF Full Text Viewer. From here, you can Print, E-mail, Cite, Export, or 

Add the result to your Folder by clicking the corresponding icons under the Tools menu on the right. You 

can print or save the article to your computer by using the icons found in the Adobe Reader toolbar. To 

see citation and summary information for the article, click Detailed Record. 



History Reference Center also allows you to browse the database by subject. Under Browse Subjects, 

select U.S. History or World History. 



A list of topics for your chosen subject is displayed. Select a topic from the list. Then select a sub-topic. 



A result list is displayed. Note that many articles in History Reference Center contain Lexile Reading Levels in 

the citation information. Lexiles provide educators with an estimate of the result’s reading difficulty and the 

approximate grade-level reading ability required for comprehension. 

 

If at any time you wish to return to the home page, click the product logo.  



The Reference Shelf area on the home screen includes helpful resources for both students and teachers. 

Students can click Dictionary to search the New Oxford American Dictionary, Citation Help for information on 

citing sources, or Research Guide for tips on writing a research paper. The Curriculum Standards link 

launches a module that allows teachers to browse specific benchmarks, many of which have recommended 

search strings for successful content retrieval. 



To view the complete online Help system, click the Help link at the top right of the History Reference 

Center screen. 




